Jesus in the Jewish Holidays, Week 1: Jewish Calendar
Schedule
12/06/2015: Jewish Calendar; 12/13/2015: Jewish Holidays; 12/20/2015: Jewish Messiah
The Jewish Calendar
Introduction
We (in the West) are used to showing time in straight lines. The Jewish manner is circular and recurring. It emphasizes the rhythms of life.
The day
The most common Hebrew word for day is yowm (YOME). It is defined in Genesis 1:5b: And the evening and the morning were the first day. God defined a day as an ______________ and a _____________. The Jewish day begins at the start of evening (sundown) and ends at the end of the day (sundown).
The week
The most common Hebrew word for week is shabuwa (sha-vu-EH). It is not defined in the Bible as seven days, but it means seven, period of seven (days or years), a heptad. The definition (even though the word is not used) is drawn from Genesis 2:1-3. It is tied to God’s example to us of ________ after ________.
	Hebrew
	English

	Yom Rishon
	First Day (Sunday)

	Yom Sheini
	Second Day (Monday)

	Yom Shlishi
	Third Day (Tuesday)

	Yom R'vi'i
	Fourth Day (Wednesday)

	Yom Chamishi
	Fifth Day (Thursday)

	Yom Shishi
	Sixth Day (Friday)

	Yom Shabbat
	Sabbath Day (Saturday)


Jews use Genesis 1 for the names of the days of the week. The table to the left is from JewFAQ.org.

The Jewish/Hebrew week begins at sundown on our Saturday (Sunday) and ends at sundown on Saturday.

The month
The most common Hebrew word for month is chodesh (HO-desh—and the HO is guttural). It means ______ ________ or month. Exodus 12:1-2: 1 Now the Lord spoke to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, saying, 2 “This month shall be your beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year to you.”
The season
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Hebrew word for season is mowed (mow-AID). It means an appointed place, an appointed meeting, or an appointed time. The implication is something specific would occur during these times (i.e., like the holy days). Genesis 1:14: Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years.” Think of seasons as ________________________.
The year
The Hebrew word for year is shaneh (shu-NA). It means year. Genesis 1:14: Then God said, “Let there be lights in the firmament of the heavens to divide the day from the night; and let them be for signs and seasons, and for days and years.”
The Jews use a lunisolar calendar (the phase of the moon and solar positions are important) with a ________ month. An extra month is added on certain years to keep the calendar lined up with the proper seasons.
	#
	Modern name (NKJV)
	Season
	Bible reference
	Gregorian equivalent

	1
	Nisan (Abib/Nisan)
	Spring
	Exodus 12:2; 13:4; Esther 3:7
	Mar - Apr

	2
	Iyar (Ziv)
	
	1 Kings 6:1
	Apr - May

	3
	Sivan (Sivan)
	
	Esther 8:9
	May - Jun

	4
	Tammuz (N/A)
	Summer
	
	Jun - Jul

	5
	Av (N/A)
	
	
	Jul - Aug

	6
	Elul (Elul)
	
	Nehemiah 6:15
	Aug - Sep

	7
	Tishri (Ethanim)
	Fall
	1 Kings 8:2
	Sep - Oct

	8
	Cheshvan (Bul)
	
	1 Kings 6:38
	Oct - Nov

	9
	Kislev (Chislev)
	
	Zechariah 7:1
	Nov - Dec

	10
	Tevet (Tebeth)
	Winter
	Esther 2:16
	Dec - Jan

	11
	Shevat (Shebat)
	
	Zechariah 1:7
	Jan - Feb

	12
	Adar I (leap month) (N/A)
	
	
	Feb - Mar

	13
	Adar II (Adar)
	
	Esther 3:7
	Feb - Mar



Where are we now?
Today in the Jewish calendar: Yom Rishon (first day) 24th (day of the month) of Kislev (month), 5776 (year)
What does the 5776 stand for? The Jewish calendar begins approximately one year prior to ________________
The Gregorian calendar
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Apply (So what is the point?)

1. The Jewish calendar is _______ our calendar

2. God is a god of __________

3. The rhythm of life is recurring and not linear
Personalize (Now what do I do?)

1. __________ the Jewish calendar

2. Periodically examine my season

3. Pay __________________ to history

Next week: Jewish holidays
Resources
JewFAQ.org, Hebrew4Christians.com

The season
The Jewish seasons are similar to our seasons, but since they are very agricultural, also include stratifications like cold/dry/rain. (The diagram below is from JewFAQ.org)
[image: ]

Jesus in the Jewish Holidays, Week 2: Jewish Holidays
Jewish Holidays
The major, biblical Jewish holidays can be seen in Leviticus ____
[image: ]
[image: ]
Sabbath (every week)
Leviticus 23:3: Sabbath literally means, ‘to __________.’ It is meant as ________________ abstaining from work. Genesis 1-2; Exodus 16:22-30; Numbers 15:32-36; Nehemiah 13:15-22; Exodus 31:16-17; Luke 4:16; Matthew 12:1-13; Luke 13:10-17; Colossians 2:16-17
Passover (Pesach, Nisan 14)
Leviticus 23:4-5: Passover is a remembrance of the deliverance from the __________________
Unleavened Bread (Chag Hamotzi, Nisan 15-22)
Leviticus 23:6-8: Leaven represented ______
First Fruits (Yom habikkurim, Nisan 16)
Leviticus 23:9-14: Hebrew4Christians.com: The feast for acknowledging the __________________ of the land He gave the Israelites.
Weeks/Pentecost (Shavu’ot, Sivan 6)
Leviticus 23:15-22: Pentecost means the ________________ day
Trumpets (Yom Teru’ah, Tishri 1)
Leviticus 23:23-25: In modern Jewish life, Tishri 1 begins the ________ Holidays
The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur, Tishri 10)
Leviticus 23:26-32: Afflict means to occupy, afflict, bow down, and ____________
Tabernacles (Sukkot, Tishri 15)
Leviticus 23:33-44: Tabernacles (like most Jewish holidays) looks ________ to a prior event

Stuart Heights Sunday School	Jesus in the Jewish Holidays	Sunday, December 13, 2015
Sunday School	Week 2: Jewish Holidays	Yom Rishon, 1st of Tevet, 5776

Apply (So what is the point?)
1. God wants His people to ________________

2. God has always had a ________

3. God is telling a __________
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Rest, feast, and remember

2. Pay attention

3. Learn how to tell the story


Next week: Jewish Messiah
We will look at how all of these holidays fit into telling the biggest story the world has ever known—that of the Jewish Messiah—Jesus Christ.

Resources
JewFAQ.org, Hebrew4Christians.com

Jesus in the Jewish Holidays, Week 3: Jewish Messiah
Review	
The Jewish calendar is a __________________ calendar.
There are __________ major holidays of the Old Testament Jewish calendar. Leviticus 23
Introduction
Biblical prophecy is like looking at __________________
Jewish Messiah
Jesus is the Messiah. John 4:25-26
Sabbath (every week)
Matthew 12; Mark 2; 3; Luke 6; 13; 14; John 5; 9; Mark 2:27-28. Jesus is ________ of the Sabbath.
Passover (Pesach, Nisan 14)
Luke 2:41; Exodus 6:6-7; Matthew 26:26-30. Jesus is the Passover ________ that was killed for us. 1 Corinthians 5:6-8
Unleavened Bread (Chag Hamotzi, Nisan 15-22)
Jesus is the __________________ bread
First Fruits (Yom habikkurim, Nisan 16)
1 Corinthians 15:20-21. Jesus is the firstfruits of the ________
Weeks/Pentecost (Shavu’ot, Sivan 6)
Exodus 32:25-28; Acts 2:40-41. Jesus is the __________________ of Pentecost. Romans 8:1-4
Trumpets (Yom Teru’ah, Tishri 1)
Jesus __________ believers to be with Him. Matthew 24:30-31; 1 Corinthians 15:51-53
The Day of Atonement (Yom Kippur, Tishri 10)
Jesus is our High ____________
Tabernacles (Sukkot, Tishri 15)
Jesus rules and reigns—a picture of the millennial ______________. Ezekiel 37:24-28; Zechariah 14
Summary
The four seasons as viewed by Hebrew4Christians: Spring – deliverance (Passover and Pentecost); Summer – preparation (17th of Tammuz, Tish’ah B’Av); Fall – repentance (Trumpets, Day of Atonement, Tabernacles); Winter – victory (Hanukkah, Purim). Leviticus 23 is the story of the entire plan of redemption.
Stuart Heights	Jesus in the Jewish Holidays	Sunday, December 20, 2015
Sunday School	Week 3: Jewish Messiah	Yom Rishon, 8th of Tevet, 5776

Apply (So what is the point?)
1. The Jewish holidays are about __________
2. Jesus completes the Jewish holidays
3. God tells His story through ______________
Personalize (Now what do I do?)
1. Make Jesus the centerpiece of your holidays
2. Be complete in Jesus
3. Tell God’s history
[bookmark: Sale_of_Chametz][bookmark: Passover_dishware]
Resources
Jewish Calendar
[image: ]
Taken from Jesus and the Jewish Festivals, by Gary M Burge

Online Resources
JewFAQ.org, Hebrew4Christians.com
Print Resources
Jesus and the Jewish Festivals by Gary M Burge
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